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January 5, 2018 

Dear parents and guardians,  

I believe most will agree that our youngest children in our world today have many more stresses in life 

than most of us did as children.  I have spent my career working with many of our youngest students, 

trying to determine how to help them not only with their academic needs, but also with other social and 

emotional needs.  I am so thankful that most of our children in the Natural Bridge school community have 

a strong and supportive family to go home to every day.  I am also aware that some of our students are 

not as fortunate.  Some of these students struggle with many things each day that are difficult to detect 

through reading or math.  Ultimately, I am here to care for and support your children during the school 

day in any way that I can.  With these best of intentions always in my heart, sometimes I make mistakes.   

On Tuesday, January 2, I asked each child at Natural Bridge Elementary School to complete an 

anonymous survey.  The questions were designed to help me determine where we as a school could 

offer additional supports to our students in areas other than academics.  The survey questions were 

never intended to offend anyone within our school community, nor were they intended to invade the 

privacy of your home.  Because the surveys were completed anonymously, students did not place their 

name on them or identify themselves on the survey in any way.   

After gathering and reviewing all of the anonymous surveys, my intent was to try to determine if a large 

number of surveys revealed a student need within our school.  If a large enough need was discovered, I 

wanted to be able to help with this need by offering a specific program or lunch bunch/guidance sessions.  

Prior to any child attending any session, my intention was to send home a letter seeking parental 

permission for student participation.   

Should any parent or guardian have any questions or concerns about the survey that was conducted on 

January 2, as always, I invite you to please call me at NBES or stop by the main office.  I will be happy to 

share with you my thought process and the intent behind each question.  I will also be happy to share the 

ideas I have for offering student support in trying to meet any need that is revealed from the survey 

results. 

While it was not my intent, I certainly recognize that I have offended some of the parents and guardians of 

our students by using this survey.  I would like to sincerely apologize for this.  It is important to me that we 

work as a team to do what is best for our students.  I value parental and community input, and your child 

is always my first priority in any decision we make at Natural Bridge Elementary School.  While your child 

is my first priority, I view you, the parents and guardians of our community, as my number one partner.   

Please accept my sincere apology and continue to work with me to help ensure that your child launches 

from Natural Bridge Elementary with everything he or she needs to be successful in school and in life. 

 

Vicki Stevens, Principal 


