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Statement in reference to the anonymous student survey given at Natural Bridge Elementary 
School on January 2, 2018.   

 
 

 We want all of our professionals to be mindful of our core mission as a public school 
division: to create a safe and secure environment where we can meet the educational, social 
and emotional needs of all students without regard to background. 

 
The principal at Natural Bridge Elementary School (NBES) is a veteran educator who cares 
deeply about all students in her school and her decision to administer the survey was 
motivated solely by her desire to identify and address any unmet social and emotional 
needs of all students.  She always has her students' best interests at heart as her highest 
priority and her decision to administer the survey was similarly motivated. 

 
It is important to add that the survey was to be completed anonymously and the results 
were to be used only to identify the existence and magnitude of any unknown social and 
emotional needs of students at NBES. 

 
Nonetheless, sometimes we make mistakes even when acting on our best intentions and we 
recognize that in this case the survey, while well intentioned, was not as well thought 
through as it should have been.  And, to her credit, the principal has recognized that and 
sent a letter to all parents and guardians apologizing for any offense the survey may have 
caused.  

 
All of us as educators value and need the input and assistance of parents and guardians to 
help us meet the needs of our students and we look forward to continuing that relationship 
with the parents and guardians of our students at NBES and our other communities. 

 
We will learn from this and we will engage our staff in training to improve the process for 
developing and implementing any parent or student surveys in the future. 
 

 
 
Phillip Thompson, Division Superintendent 

 


