
RESOLUTION 11- C-17 

A RESOLUTION URGING THE RADFORD ARMY AMMUNITION PLANT TO ADDRESS ENVIRONMENTAL 

HAZARDS  WHEREAS, since 1941, the Radford Army Ammunition Plant (RAAP), locally known as the 

Radford Arsenal, has been instrumental in providing our service men and women with the best 

munitions possible to defend our nation;  WHEREAS, while we recognize the service of thousands of 

men and women from Montgomery County and the surrounding region who have dedicated their lives 

to building the success of RAAP, in 2017 Montgomery County has been recognized as having the highest 

levels of toxic emissions in the state of Virginia as a direct result of RAAP practices;  WHEREAS, the RAAP 

has for 76 years employed the outdated practice of open burning of hazardous munitions waste along 

the bank of the New River, and the direct dumping of hazardous waste into the New River, the result of 

this being the harmful release of tens of millions of pounds of toxic emissions into the air, water, and soil 

of Montgomery County and surrounding areas in close proximity to tens of thousands of residents and 

several Montgomery County schools;  WHEREAS, a Department of the Army draft study dated June 20, 

2017 reports concentrations of arsenic, lead, cadmium and silver, and methyl chloride—all toxic 

chemicals with well-documented health hazards—at levels significantly higher than previously 

estimated;  WHEREAS, between 2011 and 2013, the RAAP failed to self-report 287 violations of 

smokestack regulations established by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA);  WHEREAS, for 

years the commercial operators of the RAAP have continued to dispose of the toxic wastes of its 

commercial, non-military tenants, enjoying the unique shield of reduced environmental regulation and 

enforcement given to Department of Defense sites;  WHEREAS, the RAAP is located on karst geology, 

within the 100-year floodplain, less than 100 feet from a navigable waterway, less than one mile from 

the Pulaski Thrust Fault, and approximately one mile upwind of Belview Elementary School — all 

conditions specifically cited by the EPA as inappropriate for the location of hazardous waste;  WHEREAS, 

the National Cancer Institute reports thyroid cancer rates in the New River Valley are among the highest 

in the Commonwealth and nearly two times the national rate, and thyroid disease is understood to be 

caused by exposure to environmental toxins;  WHEREAS, for decades the citizens of Montgomery 

County (including the Town of Blacksburg) have been primarily impacted by RAAP pollutants;  WHEREAS, 

the Town of Blacksburg and Montgomery County not only have enviable natural resources, but also an 

abundance of educational institutions, medical institutions, commercial enterprises, community and 

faith organizations, leadership, and other thoughtful citizens with a proven ability to work together to 

solve complex problems. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Blacksburg: 

1. That the Council recognizes the RAAP’s impact on community health, economic development, and the 

overall quality of life for Blacksburg residents and strongly urges the Department of Defense, EPA, 

Virginia Department of Environmental Quality, and other responsible agencies to immediately address 

impacts to air, water, soil, and human quality of life in the Town of Blacksburg and Montgomery County. 

2. That the Council recommends the RAAP take the following accountability measures: 

a. Establish a one-year timeline in which the RAAP will terminate equal to or greater than 95% of open 

burning and convert to only the safe and contained burning of toxic chemicals. 

b. Phase out treatment and disposal of non-defense hazardous waste until all open burning done by the 

RAAP and its affiliates on site has ceased. 



c. Commit to reduce the ranking of Montgomery County as the most toxic area in Virginia. 

d. Commit to measures to significantly reduce the overall quantity of toxic chemicals released into 

groundwater and the New River. 

e. Adequately test and model air, water, and soil within the RAAP property and surrounding area, and 

establish best practices to clean up all ongoing and legacy waste management operations. 

f. Share all non-classified environmental and health data with the community, and establish a public 

data center to access, organize, map, and analyze this taxpayer-owned data. 
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